
Morning Worship 

29 November – Advent 1 

Preparation 
 

O Lord, open our lips 

All    and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Reveal among us the light of your presence 

All    that we may behold your power and glory. 
 
 
Hymn Lo, he comes  Listen here  
 
Lo, he comes with clouds 
descending, 
once for favoured sinners slain; 
thousand thousand saints 
attending 
swell the triumph of his train: 
Alleluia! 
Alleluia! 
Alleluia! 
God appears on earth to reign. 
 
Every eye shall now behold him 
robed in glorious majesty; 
those who set at naught and 
sold him, 
pierced and nailed him to the 
tree: 

deeply wailing, 
deeply wailing, 
deeply wailing, 
shall their true Messiah see. 
 
Sing, amen, let all adore thee, 
high on thine eternal throne; 
Saviour, take the power and 
glory, 
claim the kingdom for thine 
own: 
Come, Lord Jesus! 
Come, Lord Jesus! 
Come, Lord Jesus! 
Everlasting God, come down!  
  
Charles Wesley 

 
 
When the Lord comes,  
he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness,  
and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D-5ACjv23-Q
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All    Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
 we have sinned against you 
 and against our neighbour 
 in thought and word and deed, 
 through negligence, through weakness, 
 through our own deliberate fault. 
 We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. 
 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
 who died for us, 
 forgive us all that is past 
 and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
 to the glory of your name.   
 Amen. 

 
May the Father of all mercies 
cleanse us from our sins, 
and restore us in his image 
to the praise and glory of his name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

All    Amen.

This opening prayer may be said 

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 

Silence is kept. 

 
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. 

All    Amen. 
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The Word of God 

Psalmody 

Psalm 80.1-8,18-20 

1     Hear, O Shepherd of Israel,  ♦ 

you that led Joseph like a flock; 

2     Shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim,  ♦ 

before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh. 

3     Stir up your mighty strength  ♦ 

and come to our salvation. 

4     Turn us again, O God;  ♦ 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

5     O Lord God of hosts,  ♦ 

How long will you be angry at your people’s prayer? 

6     You feed them with the bread of tears;  ♦ 

you give them abundance of tears to drink. 

7     You have made us the derision of our neighbours,  ♦ 

and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

8     Turn us again, O God of hosts;  ♦ 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 

18   Let your hand be upon the man at your right hand,  ♦ 

the son of man you made so strong for yourself. 

19   And so will we not go back from you;  ♦ 

give us life, and we shall call upon your name. 

20   Turn us again, O Lord God of hosts;  ♦ 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
  
 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever.  Amen. 
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Hymn Come, thou long expected Jesus  Listen here  
 
Come, thou long expected 
Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release 
us, 
let us find our rest in thee. 
 
Israel’s strength and 
consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 
 

Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child and yet a King, 
born to reign in us forever, 
now thy gracious kingdom 
bring. 
 
By thine own eternal Spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all sufficient merit, 
raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 
Charles Wesley 

 

Scripture Readings 

 
Isaiah 64.1-9 

Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, 
    that the mountains would tremble before you! 
2 As when fire sets twigs ablaze 
    and causes water to boil, 
come down to make your name known to your enemies 
    and cause the nations to quake before you! 
3 For when you did awesome things that we did not expect, 
    you came down, and the mountains trembled before you. 
4 Since ancient times no one has heard, 
    no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, 
    who acts on behalf of those who wait for him. 
5 You come to the help of those who gladly do right, 
    who remember your ways. 
But when we continued to sin against them, 
    you were angry. 
    How then can we be saved? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JEEd0uWnDGs
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6 All of us have become like one who is unclean, 
    and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; 
we all shrivel up like a leaf, 
    and like the wind our sins sweep us away. 
7 No one calls on your name 
    or strives to lay hold of you; 
for you have hidden your face from us 
    and have given us over to our sins. 
8 Yet you, LORD, are our Father. 
    We are the clay, you are the potter; 
    we are all the work of your hand. 
9 Do not be angry beyond measure, LORD; 
    do not remember our sins for ever. 
Oh, look upon us we pray, 
    for we are all your people. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 

All    Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Mark 13.24-37 

24 ‘But in those days, following that distress, 

‘“the sun will be darkened, 
    and the moon will not give its light; 
25 the stars will fall from the sky, 
    and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.” 
26 ‘At that time people will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with 
great power and glory.  27 And he will send his angels and gather his 
elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of 
the heavens. 

28 ‘Now learn this lesson from the fig-tree: as soon as its twigs get 
tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near.   
29 Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that it is 
near, right at the door.  30 Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly 
not pass away until all these things have happened.  31 Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 
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32 ‘But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  33 Be on guard!  Be alert! 
You do not know when that time will come.  34 It’s like a man going 
away: he leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each 
with their assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch. 

35 ‘Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner 
of the house will come back – whether in the evening, or at midnight, 
or when the cock crows, or at dawn.  36 If he comes suddenly, do not 
let him find you sleeping.  37 What I say to you, I say to everyone: 
“Watch!”’ 

This is the word of the Lord. 

All    Thanks be to God.

 

This responsory may be used 

Now it is time to awake out of sleep, 
All    for the night is far spent and the day is at hand. 

 

        Now is our salvation nearer than when we first believed, 
All    for the night is far spent. 

 

        Let us therefore cast off the works of darkness 
and put on the armour of light, 

All    for the day is at hand. 
 

        Put on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and make no provision for the flesh, 

All    for the night is far spent and the day is at hand. 
 
        from Romans 13.11-14 
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Gospel Canticle 
 

The Benedictus (The Song of Zechariah) is said 

1     Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel,  ♦ 

who has come to his people and set them free. 

2     He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour,  ♦ 

born of the house of his servant David. 

3     Through his holy prophets God promised of old  ♦ 

to save us from our enemies, 

    from the hands of all that hate us, 

4     To show mercy to our ancestors,  ♦ 

and to remember his holy covenant. 

5     This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham:  ♦ 

to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

6     Free to worship him without fear,  ♦ 

holy and righteous in his sight 

    all the days of our life. 

7     And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,  ♦ 

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

8     To give his people knowledge of salvation  ♦ 

by the forgiveness of all their sins. 

9     In the tender compassion of our God  ♦ 

the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

10   To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of 

death,  ♦ 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Luke 1.68–79 

 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever.  Amen. 
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The Sermon 

(Please see separate page.) 

 

The Creed 
 

All    I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 

Song You may like to watch this video of Little Drummer Boy 
recorded by Voices from Bethlehem. 

    
 

Prayers 
 

Intercessions are offered.   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oHLcf6BUrEY
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The Collect / Prayer for Today is said 

 
Almighty God, 
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 
and to put on the armour of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life, 
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 
that on the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 

to judge the living and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

OR 

Almighty God, 
as your kingdom dawns, 
turn us from the darkness of sin to the 

light of holiness, 
that we may be ready to meet you 
in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer is said 
 
Awaiting his coming in glory,  
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 

All    Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 



10 

 

For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory 
for ever and ever.   
Amen. 
 

OR 

Awaiting his coming in glory,  
as our Saviour has taught us, so we pray 
 

All    Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.   
Amen. 

 
 
 
Hymn Hills of the north, rejoice  Listen here    
 
Hills of the north, rejoice, 
river and mountain-spring, 
hark to the advent voice; 
valley and lowland, sing. 
Christ comes in righteousness 
and love, 
he brings salvation from above. 
 
 
 
 

Isles of the southern seas, 
sing to the listening earth; 
carry on every breeze 
hope of a world’s new birth: 
in Christ shall all be made 
anew; 
his word is sure, his promise 
true. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D-MKEYz-9-I
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Lands of the east, arise, 
he is your brightest morn, 
greet him with joyous eyes, 
praise shall his path adorn: 
the God whom you have longed 
to know 
in Christ draws near, and calls 
you now. 
 
Shores of the utmost west, 
lands of the setting sun, 
welcome the heavenly guest 

in whom the dawn has come: 
he brings a never-ending light, 
who triumphed o’er our darkest 
night. 
 
Shout, as you journey home; 
songs be in every mouth! 
Lo, from the north they come, 
from east and west and south: 
in Jesus all shall find their rest, 
in him the universe be blest. 
 
Charles E Oakley and Compilers of 
English Praise altd. 

  

 

The Conclusion 

The Blessing 

May the Lord, when he comes,  

find us watching and waiting. 

All    Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord. 

All    Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 

+ + + 
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