
Church Together 

20 September 
 

Creation – God sustains 

You might find it helpful to print this out for members of your family 
or get it on a larger screen if possible.  If you’d like to use the 
songs, you will find them all on youtube.   

Have something to eat or drink together.  If there are a few of you, 
decide who will lead various things.  Someone will need to say 
some of the words in light print. 

Opening words 
 

You may like to light a candle before these are 
said.   
 
We light this candle to remember  
the love of God, the light of Jesus  
and the warmth of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Thank you for your presence. 
We welcome you to our worship. 
 
O Lord, our Lord, 
how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
 

Songs Sing or listen to one or more of these. 

 
Give thanks to the Lord, our 
God and King;  
his love endures forever. 
For he is good, he is above all 
things; 
his love endures forever. 

Sing praise, sing praise. 
 
With a mighty hand and 
outstretched arm; 
his love endures forever. 
For the life that’s been reborn; 
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his love endures forever. 
 
Sing praise, sing praise. 
Sing praise, sing praise. 
 
Forever God is faithful, 
forever God is strong, 
forever God is with us, 
forever. 
 
From the rising to the setting 
sun; 
his love endures forever. 
By the grace of God we will 
carry on; 
his love endures forever. 
 
Sing praise, sing praise. 
Sing praise, sing praise. 
 
© Chris Tomlin 

 

Great is the Lord and most 
worthy of praise, 
the city of our God, the holy 
place, 
the joy of the whole earth. 
Great is the Lord in whom we 
have the victory, 
he aids us against the enemy, 
we bow down on our knees. 
 
And Lord, we want to lift your 
name on high, 
and Lord, we want to thank you, 
for the works you’ve done in our 
lives; 
and Lord, we trust in your 
unfailing love, 

for you alone are God eternal, 
throughout earth and heaven 
above.  
 
Steve McEwan 
© 1985 Body Songs/Adm. by CopyCare 

 

From the highest of heights 
to the depths of the sea 
creation's revealing your 
majesty. 
From the colours of fall to the 
fragrance of spring 
every creature's unique in the 
song that it sings, 
all exclaiming. 
 
Indescribable, uncontainable, 
you placed the stars in the sky 
and you know them by name – 
you are amazing, God! 
All powerful, untameable; 
awestruck we fall to our knees 
as we humbly proclaim, 
‘You are amazing, God!’ 
 
Who has told every lightning 
bolt where it should go 
or seen heavenly storehouses 
laden with snow? 
Who imagined the sun and 
gives source to its light 
yet conceals it to bring us the 
coolness of night? 
None can fathom. 
 
Jesse Reeves & Laura Storey 
© 2004 Laura Stories (Admin. Integrity 
Music) 
 



What we believe 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father,                                
source of all being and life,                                                              
the one for whom we exist? 
We believe and trust in him.  

 
Do you believe and trust in God the Son,                                    
who took our human nature,                                                         
died for us and rose again? 
We believe and trust in him.  

 
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,                          
who gives life to the people of God                                               
and makes Christ known in the world? 
We believe and trust in him.  

 
This is the faith of the Church. 
This is our faith.        
We believe and trust in one God,                                                             
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.  

  

 
 

Bible Reading 

Read Psalm 104, verses 10-18 
 
 

10  You provide streams of water 
     in the hills and valleys, 
11  so that the donkeys and other wild animals 
     can satisfy their thirst. 
12  Birds build their nests nearby 
     and sing in the trees. 
13  From your home above you send rain on the hills 
     and water the earth. 
14  You let the earth produce 
     grass for cattle, 
     plants for our food, 
15      wine to cheer us up, 
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     olive oil for our skin, 
     and grain for our health. 
16  Our LORD, your trees 
     always have water, 
     and so do the cedars 
     you planted in Lebanon. 
17  Birds nest in those trees, 
     and storks make their home 
     in the fir trees. 
18  Wild goats find a home 
     in the tall mountains, 
     and small animals can hide 
     between the rocks. 

 

(Contemporary English Version) 

 

Today’s questions 

• What do these verses say about God and his creation? 
• What do they say about water?  Why is water so important? 
• What can we do to care for and share natural resources, 

including water? 
 

Zones 

 

  Listen Zone 

Read the talk on today’s Bible reading from the separate document 
on our website or hear it as part of the Zoom service. 
 

  Busy Zone  

Make wet and dry mini gardens using recyclable containers to 
explore how important water is to life.  You’ll need:  

http://www.exploretogether.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/Listening-zone.png
http://www.exploretogether.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/Busy-zone.png
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•  clean empty aluminium food cans and / or plastic fruit or 
vegetable trays (without holes) or ice cream tubs etc.  Cans 
and food trays need to be waterproof 

•  several stones (not too big – 2- 5 cms across) 

•  sand / grit 

•  any dry plant material from 
outdoors – twigs, dry leaves/dry 
seed heads, nuts 

•  any fresh plant material from 
outdoors – flowers, bits of ivy, 
leaves, weeds 

•  pieces of material or coloured 
paper to decorate the 
containers 

•  glue, scissors, Sellotape, string  

•  jug of water 
 
 

  Colour Zone 

There’s a lot of detail in this Psalm.  Draw just one of these verses 
while you think about today’s questions.  You could also do this on 
Minecraft! 
 

  Chat Zone 

Chat about the reading and questions with other people in your 
family or other church members by Zoom. 

 

  Quiet Zone 

Think about the reading and questions by yourself. 

 

 

 

http://www.exploretogether.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/Chat-zone.png
http://www.exploretogether.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/Quiet-zone.png


6 

 

Song  
 

As the deer pants for the 
water, 
so my soul longs after you. 
You alone are my heart’s desire 
and I long to worship you. 
 
You alone are my strength, my 
shield, 
to you alone may my spirit 
yield. 
You alone are my heart’s desire 
and I long to worship you. 

 

I want you more than gold or 
silver, 
only you can satisfy. 
You alone are the real joy-giver 
and the apple of my eye. 
 
You’re my Friend and you are 
my Brother, 
even though you are a King. 
I love you more than any other, 
so much more than anything.  
  
Martin J Nystrom 
© 1983 Restoration Music Ltd/ 
Adm. by Sovereign Music UK 

 

Gathering together & responding 

If you have been doing different options, chat with others about what 
you discovered.  You might like to share your thoughts on Facebook 
or Twitter later on. 
 

On Twitter, please copy in @cofebishopstoke and use the hashtags 
#ChurchAtHome and #Bishopstoke.   
 

 

Saying sorry 

We confess to you                                                                                                   
our lack of care for the world you have given us. 

Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

We confess to you our selfishness                                                                       
in not sharing the good things of the earth fairly. 
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Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 

We confess to you our failure to protect resources for others. 

Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Take a few moments to receive God’s forgiveness and know 
that you have received it. 

Video 

Watch this video to see what churches around our Diocese have 
done to care for creation.   

Prayers 

Focus your prayers today on creation.   
 
Use these pictures to praise God for creation and then to pray 
for creation and our care of it, especially water. 

 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ObUbIxnK3Bc
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 Pray for what we as a local church can do. 

 

A special prayer for today  

You could write this out with a different colour for each line.  Ask 
each member of the family to say one or two lines. 
 

Heavenly Lord, 
you long for the world’s salvation: 
stir us from apathy, 
restrain us from excess 
and revive in us new hope 
that all creation will one day be healed 
in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Do the actions if you’d like to.   

You can see other people doing them here. 
   

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jGwPPJpst_I
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your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
 
Song   
 
Jesus is Lord! Creation’s 
voice proclaims it, 
for by his power each tree and 
flower 
was planned and made. 
Jesus is Lord! The universe 
declares it, 
sun, moon and stars in heaven 
cry, ‘Jesus is Lord!’ 
 
Jesus is Lord! Jesus is Lord! 
Praise him with hallelujahs 
for Jesus is Lord! 
 
Jesus is Lord! Yet from his 
throne eternal 
in flesh he came to die in pain 
on Calvary’s tree. 

Jesus is Lord! From him all life 
proceeding, 
yet gave his life a ransom 
thus setting us free. 
 
Jesus is Lord! O’er sin the 
mighty conqueror, 
from death he rose, and all his 
foes 
shall own his name. 
Jesus is Lord! God sends his 
Holy Spirit 
to show by works of power 
that Jesus is Lord.  
 

David J Mansell 
© 1982 Word’s Spirit of Praise 
Music/Adm. by CopyCare 

 

 

Closing words 

 

Say the Grace together or by yourself, thinking of others in our 
church family.  You may like to do the actions here. 

https://www.messychurch.org.uk/messygrace
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with us all evermore. 
 

 

+ + + 
 

 

 

Later in the day or week…  

You might like to read and think about the other readings for today: 

Job 38.22-30 
John 4.7-15 
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