
Church Together 

28 June 
 

Fellowship – working hard at unity 

You might find it helpful to print this out for members of your family 
or get it on a larger screen if possible.   

Have something to eat or drink together.  If there are a few of you, 
decide who will lead various things.  Someone will need to say 
some of the words in light print. 

All of today’s songs can be found in order here – just pause it 
whenever you need to.  (The three tracks lead into each other or 
can be played separately.)  Many thanks to Jon for recording them. 

Opening words 
 

You may like to light a candle before these are 
said.   
 
We light this candle to remember  
the love of God, the light of Jesus  
and the warmth of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Thank you for your presence. 
We welcome you to our worship. 
 

Songs Sing or listen to one or more of these. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLiSay_kMj42BGs2yWKZ_3S3A81_uWVfcg
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Praise is rising, 
eyes are turning to you, 
we turn to you. 
Hope is stirring, 
hearts are yearning for you, 
we long for you. 
 
When we see you 
we find strength to face the 
day; 
in your presence all our fears 
are washed away, washed 
away. 
 
Hosanna, hosanna, 
you are the God who saves us, 
worthy of all our praises. 
Hosanna, hosanna, 
come have your way among us, 
we welcome you here, Lord 
Jesus. 
 
Hear the sound of 
hearts returning to you, 
we turn to you. 
In your kingdom 
broken lives are made new, 
you make all things new. 
 
When we see you 
we find strength to face the 
day; 
in your presence all our fears 
are washed away, washed 
away. 
 
Paul Baloche & Brenton Brown 
© 2006 Integrity’s Hosanna Music 

 

Salvation belongs to our 
God, 
who sits on the throne, 
and to the Lamb. 
Praise and glory, wisdom and 
thanks, 
honour and power and 
strength: 
 
be to our God forever and ever, 
be to our God forever and ever, 
be to our God forever and ever, 
Amen. 
 
And we, the redeemed shall be 
strong 
in purpose and unity, 
declaring aloud, 
praise and glory, wisdom and 
thanks, 
honour and power and 
strength:  
 
Adrian Howard & Pat Turner 
© 1985 Restoration Music Ltd/Adm. by 
Sovereign Music UK 

 

Great is the Lord and most 
worthy of praise, 
the city of our God, the holy 
place, 
the joy of the whole earth. 
Great is the Lord in whom we 
have the victory, 
he aids us against the enemy, 
we bow down on our knees. 
 
And Lord, we want to lift your 
name on high, 
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and Lord, we want to thank 
you, 
for the works you’ve done in 
our lives; 
and Lord, we trust in your 
unfailing love, 
for you alone are God eternal, 

throughout earth and heaven 
above.  
 
Steve McEwan 
© 1985 Body Songs/Adm. by CopyCare 

 

 
 

 
 

Bible Reading 

Read Ephesians 4.1-6 from one of these versions 

 

Contemporary English Version 
 

As a prisoner of the Lord, I beg you to live in a way that is worthy of the people 

God has chosen to be his own. 2 Always be humble and gentle. Patiently put up 

with each other and love each other. 3 Try your best to let God’s Spirit keep your 

hearts united. Do this by living at peace. 4 All of you are part of the same body. 

There is only one Spirit of God, just as you were given one hope when you were 

chosen to be God’s people. 5 We have only one Lord, one faith, and one 

baptism. 6 There is one God who is the Father of all people. Not only is God 

above all others, but he works by using all of us, and he lives in all of us. 

 
New International Version 
 
There’s a lot about unity in the letter to the Ephesians.  In chapter 1 
(v.10) Paul says that it’s God’s big plan to unite everything in creation 
under Jesus Christ.  In chapter 2 (v.11-18) he explains how Jesus has 
demolished the dividing wall between Jews and Gentiles, making 
them into one new family of God.  But in chapter 4, it gets down to 
earth and practical, and a ‘top priority’ is in verse 3.  Can you say this 
verse a few times (in any Bible version) and try to remember it?  Note 
how our unity should reflect God’s unity (see verses 5-6).    

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+4.1-6&version=CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+4.1-6&version=CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%204.1-6&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%204.1-6&version=NIVUK
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Today’s questions 

• What has God called us to do? (see v.1) 

• What do we need to do to stay united in God’s love? (see v.2) 

• Why does Paul make the unity of the church family our first 
priority? (see v.3-6) 

• What could we do to celebrate and strengthen our unity as 
Church Together? 
 
 

Zones 

 

  Listen Zone 

Read the talk on today’s Bible reading from the separate document 
on our website or hear it as part of the Zoom service. 
 

  Busy Zone  

Make a large picture of the church to think about fellowship and 
unity.  You will need: a large piece of paper or a few pieces joined 
together; a small amount of paint or an ink pad.  
 

  Colour Zone 

Think about today’s questions.  What does unity look like and feel 
like?  Can you draw it? 
 

  Chat Zone 

Chat about the reading and questions with other people in your 
family or other church members by Zoom. 

 

  Quiet Zone 

Think about the reading and questions by yourself. 

http://www.exploretogether.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/Listening-zone.png
http://www.exploretogether.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/Busy-zone.png
http://www.exploretogether.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/Chat-zone.png
http://www.exploretogether.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/Quiet-zone.png
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Song  
 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of 
my heart, 
be all else but naught to me, 
save that thou art; 
be thou my best thought in the 
day and the night, 
both waking and sleeping, thy 
presence my light. 
 
Be thou my wisdom, be thou 
my true word, 
be thou ever with me, and I with 
thee, Lord; 
be thou my great Father, and I 
thy true son; 
be thou in me dwelling, and I 
with thee one. 
 
Be thou my breastplate, my 
sword for the fight; 
be thou my whole armour, be 
thou my true might; 

be thou my soul’s shelter, be 
thou my strong tower: 
O raise thou me heavenward, 
great Power of my power. 
 
Riches I heed not, nor man’s 
empty praise: 
be thou mine inheritance now 
and always; 
be thou and thou only the first 
in my heart: 
O Sovereign of heaven, my 
treasure thou art. 
 
High King of heaven, thou 
heaven’s bright Sun, 
O grant me its joys after victory 
is won; 
great Heart of my own heart, 
whatever befall, 
still be thou my vision, O Ruler 
of all.  
 
trans. Mary E Byrne & Eleanor H Hull 

 

Gathering together & responding 

If you have been doing different options, chat with others about what 
you discovered.  You might like to share your thoughts on Facebook 
or Twitter later on. 
 

On Twitter, please copy in @cofebishopstoke and use the hashtags 
#ChurchAtHome and #Bishopstoke.   
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What we believe 
 

We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
 

We believe in God the Son,  
who lives in our hearts through faith  
and fills us with his love. 

 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us  
with power from on high. 

 

We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 

from Ephesians 3  

Saying sorry 

You made us to be one family, 
yet we have divided humanity: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
You were born a Jew to reconcile all people, 
yet we have brought disharmony amongst races: 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 

 
You rejoice in our differences, 
yet we make them a cause of enmity: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Take a few moments to receive God’s forgiveness and know 
that you have received it. 
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Prayers 

Focus your prayers today on fellowship.   

• Pray for good fellowship in our church.   

• Pray for it to be a good witness to others.   

• Pray that we would resolve problems swiftly and make 
this a priority. 

• Pray for other churches in our area and our fellowship or 
sharing with them.   

 

A special prayer for today  

You could write this out with a different colour for each line.  Ask 
each member of the family to say one or two lines. 
 

God our Saviour, 
look on this wounded world 
in pity and in power; 
hold us fast to your promises of peace 
won for us by your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Do the actions if you’d like to.   

You can see other people doing them here. 
   

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jGwPPJpst_I
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For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
     

 
Song   
 
Come, set your rule, and 
reign 
in our hearts again. 
Increase in us, we pray. 
Unveil why we’re made. 
Come, set our hearts ablaze 
with hope, 
like wildfire in our very souls; 
Holy Spirit, come, invade us 
now. 
 
We are your church; 
we need your power in us. 
 
We seek your kingdom first. 
We hunger and we thirst; 
refuse to waste our lives, 
for you’re our joy and prize. 
To see the captives’ hearts 
released; 
the hurt, the sick, the poor at 
peace. 
We lay down our lives for 
heaven’s cause. 
 
We are your church; 
we pray, revive this earth. 

 
Build your kingdom here. 
Let the darkness fear. 
Show your mighty hand. 
Heal our streets and land. 
Set your church on fire. 
Win this nation back. 
Change the atmosphere. 
Build your kingdom here, 
we pray! 
 
Unleash your kingdom’s power, 
reaching the near and far. 
No force of hell can stop 
your beauty changing hearts. 
You made us for much more 
than this; 
awake the kingdom seed in us. 
Fill us with the strength and 
love of Christ. 
 
We are your church; 
we are the hope on earth. 
 
Rend Collective Experiment 
© 2012 Thankyou Music 
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Closing words 

 
Say the Grace together or by yourself, thinking of others in our 
church family.  You may like to do the actions here. 

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with us all evermore. 
 

 

+ + + 
 

 

Later in the day or week…  

You might like to read and think about the other readings for today: 

Psalm 133 
Matthew 18.15-20 
 

What do they tell you about fellowship?  How could they apply to 
you, the church or the world today? 
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