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God vs Water 
 

Why is there so much WATER in the 

Bible?  

Enjoy this soggy session! 
 

 

Activities 
Have a go at these activities and see if you can start 

guessing what might happen in our story today. 

 If you can’t get exactly these materials, just see what you 

can find around the house instead! 

 

 

Celebration 
 

Ideas for the Celebration are at the back of this booklet, but 

we’d love you to join us at 4pm on Sunday 7 June for our 

special Zoom Celebration! 

Please check your emails for details of the zoom link 

 



1  God MOVES the water: 

Parting of the Red (pepper) sea 
 

 

You will need: a rectangular paddling pool or a 

washing-up bowl; water; dishwashing soap; 

large towels; a large staff/stick; ground black 

pepper 

 
Fill the paddling pool or washing-up bowl with 

water, and then pour the pepper over the water.  

 

Invite people to either put some soap on their 

finger or the staff/stick and put it in the water. The 

pepper will move as it reacts with the soap. 

 
Talk about how Moses, who was just a normal 

man, moved the whole sea (with God’s help) so 

that the Israelites could escape from Pharaoh. 

How would you feel walking along the 

seabed? 

 



2   God gives LIVING water: 

Make a well 

 

 

You will need: strong plastic cups; mini 

plastic glasses or pots;  lolly sticks; glue dots 

or adhesive pads; sticky tape; elastic bands; 

string or twine, paperclips; piece of plant 

stick 

Attach the lolly sticks to the outside of the 

cup using the glue dots or adhesive pads.  

 

Wrap elastic bands around them to hold 

them in place.  

 

 

 



Using the sticky tape or glue dots, fix a piece 

of string on either side of a mini glass as a 

bucket. 

 

Tape paperclips to the top of 2 lolly sticks so the 

top of the paper clip comes above the lolly stick. 

Tape these sticks either side of the top of the cup.  

 

Put the plant stick through the paperclips to 

hang the bucket over the well with a piece of 

string. You should be able to wind your bucket up 

and down into the well!  

 
 

Talk   about how Jesus, in John 4, talks about being 

‘living water’.  

 

What does this mean? 

 

 Talk about God’s Holy Spirit.  

 

How can we get this ‘living water’? 

 

 

 

 

 



3 God TALKS to water: Bubble Snakes 

and   Apple Boats 

Bubble Snakes….. 

   
You will need: a plastic bottle with the base cut off 

(beware sharp edges), an old sock, an elastic band, a 

shallow bowl, a squirt of washing up liquid, water, food 

colouring (optional) 

Stretch the sock over the open (cut) end of the bottle and 

fasten in place with the elastic band.  

Put a squirt of washing up liquid in the bowl with some water 

(make it fairly concentrated).  

Dip the sock end of the bottle into the soap mix, then blow 

through the neck of the bottle. DON’T SUCK!! 

The bubbles should foam out through the sock, making a 

glorious snake of foam to play with. 



 If you want to get even more exciting, you can put a few 

drops of food colouring onto your sock to make rainbow 

snakes. 

Talk about the surprising effect of wind (your breath) and 

water.  

The bubble snake is just a bit of fun, but have you ever been 

in a storm when you’ve felt the water (rain? waves?) and 

wind doing powerful and even scary things? 

 Jesus was in a storm at sea with his friends and they were 

very scared. But did they need to be? 

 

 

Apple Boats….. 

 

 

You will need: apples; cocktail sticks; felt-tip 

pens; coloured foam sheets; a water tray (filled 

with water); a knife (to cut the apples); towels to 

keep the floor dry 

 



Thinly slice the apple in round pieces.  

Cut a sail shape out of the foam and decorate it. 

Then attach the foam sail to the cocktail stick, as 

shown in the photo, and stick it into the centre of 

the apple slice. 

 Float the boat on the water and splash gently to 

simulate stormy water. 

 
Talk about how Jesus calming the storm in Luke 

8:22-25 reveals the power of God. 

Have we known of God’s power for a long time 

in our life, or is today the first time we are 

hearing about it? Is there something going on in 

our lives that we want Jesus to calm or 

transform? 

  
 

After the Zoom Celebration: an 

adult activity….. 
 

You’ll need something to cover the table with, 

paper, scissors, water, a small stick, a pen, an old 

plate or dish – or you could do a small version 

using the takeaway tub that the inks come in. 

 

Use the marbling inks to marble an 

impressionistic stormy sea picture, let it dry, then 

write words from the story in Luke 8:22-25 in the 

spaces between waves. 

This is an adult activity, so adults could do it for 



their own fun, or help younger people with it. Be 

careful, as the ink stains. 

 

[These are old bottles of marbling ink, so if they 

don’t work, it’s not your fault, it’s just the ink – 

Lucy’s trying to get rid of some of her craft 

materials….!] 

 

Cut a few pieces of paper to a size that will fit 

onto your tray or plate. 

Put a few centimetres of cold water in the tray or 

plate. 

Check the lid is secure! (Some lids are broken). 

 

Shake up the marbling ink so it’s properly mixed. 

Float a few drops of ink on the surface of the 

water. 

Swirl the ink with a stick. 

When it’s nicely swirly, drop your paper lightly 

onto the surface of the water, then take it out 

straight away. The ink should have marbled a 

pattern on the paper. 

Let it dry, then add detail or calligraphy as you 

like. 

 

You’ll probably find your second try is much 

more successful than your first one – just 

experiment and see how creative you can be 



Celebration   

We hope you can join in with the Messy Church Celebration 

on Zoom – it will be on Sunday 5 July at 4 pm. 

Please contact us if you’d like to come and we’ll send you the 

link. 

If you can’t join us on Zoom, have a go at your own 

Celebration with some of the following ideas! 

 

 Sing your favourite Messy Church song from YouTube 

 

 
 All our activities have been about water 

 

• How may water stories can you think of from the Bible? 

• If Jesus is ‘living water’, what sort of water do you think 
of when you think of him?  A dripping tap?  A 

rainstorm?  A waterfall? 

• What did you think was most interesting about water 
from the activities today?  And about God? 

 

 Read the story of Jesus calming the storm from a Bible 
storybook, or use this version: 

  
One day, Jesus and his disciples got into a boat, and he 
said, “Let’s cross the lake.” They started out,  and while 
they were sailing across, he went to sleep. 



Suddenly a windstorm struck the lake, and the boat started 
sinking. They were in danger.  So they went to Jesus and 
woke him up, “Master, Master! We are about to drown!” 

Jesus got up and ordered the wind and waves to stop. They 
obeyed, and everything was calm.  Then Jesus asked the 
disciples, “Don’t you have any faith?” 

But they were frightened and amazed. They said to each 
other, “Who is this? He can give orders to the wind and the 
waves, and they obey him!” 

 

 Ask…. 

What one word or phrase is most important to everyone 

listening? 
 

 Say the Lord’s Prayer together, with or without actions.   

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.          

Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jGwPPJpst_I


 Say the Messy Grace, with or without actions. 

  

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

be with us all evermore. 

Amen. 

 

Send us a photo of you doing your Messy 

Church at home! 

 

 

We miss you; we hope you’re well and safe 

and we look forward to seeing you again.   

 

And until that day, may God hold you in the 

palm of his hand.   

https://www.messychurch.org.uk/messygrace


 

  


