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ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
 

St Mary’s Church is situated in Church Road, Bishopstoke, and St Paul’s Church 

is in Fair Oak Road, Bishopstoke.  Together the two churches serve the Parish of 

Bishopstoke.  The Parish is part of the Diocese of Winchester within the Church 

of England.  The address for correspondence is: The Rector, 10 Stoke Park Road, 

Bishopstoke. SO50 6DA. 

 

PCC members who have served from 1 January 2019 until the date this report 

was approved are: 

 

Clergy 

The Revd Richard Wise 

The Revd Kat Mepham 

Chair 

Assistant Curate   Until June 2020 

 

Church wardens 

Wendy Harris 

Cherry Challis 

Until April 2019; also Vice Chair 

Vice Chair from May 2019 

 

Ex-officio 

Margaret Ward (LLM) 

 

 

From January 2020 

 

Representatives on the Deanery Synod (Ex-officio Members) 

Ann Brown  

Jeanette Neale 

 

 

Elected Members 

Edna Brown 

Michael Harris 

Lucy Moore 

 

Sheila Sebborn 

Shirley Smeal 

Louise Unsworth 

From APCM 2019 

Treasurer 

General Synod member until July 2020, 

then co-opted 

Until April 2020 

From APCM 2019 

  

 

Structure, governance and management 

The method of appointment of PCC members is set out in the Church 

Representation Rules.  All Church attendees are encouraged to register on the 
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Electoral Roll and stand for election to the PCC.  Licensed Lay Ministers (LLMs 

– formerly Readers) are ex-officio.  

 

Objectives and Activities 

Bishopstoke PCC has the responsibility of co-operating with the Incumbent in 

promoting in the ecclesiastical parish the whole mission of the Church: pastoral, 

evangelistic, social and ecumenical.  It also has maintenance responsibilities for 

St Mary's Church, Church Road, Bishopstoke; St Paul's Church, Fair Oak Road, 

Bishopstoke; and the Church Room, Stoke Park Road, Bishopstoke. 

 

Other committees may meet and report back to full meetings of the PCC.  

Membership of these committees is not necessarily restricted to PCC members. 

 

Standing Committee is required by law and consists of the Incumbent, 

Churchwardens and the Officers of the PCC.  It sets the agenda for PCC 

meetings and has the power to transact the business of the PCC between its 

meetings, subject to any directions given by the Council. 

 
 

Church membership, attendance and occasional offices 

 2017 2018 2019 

Electoral Roll 114 (15 not 

resident in parish) 

113 (17 not resident 

in parish) 

81 (12 not resident 

in parish) 

Worshipping 

Community 

154 (41 under 18) 130 (30 under 18)  130 (33 under 18) 

Usual Sunday 

attendance 

(adults) 

56 53 53 

 

Usual Sunday 

attendance 

(children) 

16 15 13 

Baptisms 24 30 23 

Thanksgivings 0 2 2 

Weddings 8 10 10 

Funerals 41 (20 in church) 25 (11 in church) 22 (12 in church) 
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The average of children on a ‘usual Sunday’ above has been based only on those 

at Church Together, showing a small decline in attendance.  The average number 

of adults at Church Together services was 33 (34 last year), and the average 

number of adults at Parish Communion was 43 (41 last year).   
 

The Worshipping Community includes all those who attend church on a regular 

basis, whether or not they are on the Electoral Roll and including those who 

come regularly to a Fresh Expression (in our case, Messy Church).  (The usual 

Sunday attendance figure does not include Messy Church numbers.) 

 

PCC review of the year 

The full PCC had nine meetings during the year.  As always, some of the PCC’s 

work this year has been connected to buildings (please see the Fabric and Goods 

report on p.11-12 for those items).   
 

The changes to our Parish boundaries with Eastleigh and Fair Oak, referred to in 

last year’s report, were finally adopted on 2 February.  During the year we 

consulted the congregation and worked on our new Parish Mission Action Plan, 

which has five things for us to focus on over the next three years: Prayer and 

Prayer Ministry, Setting God’s People Free (Everyday Faith), Life Matters, 

Social Events and Eco Church.  We also held a Buildings’ Information and 

Action evening in October to inform people about the current needs of our 

buildings and grounds and seek people’s help for things where appropriate. 
 

In September most PCC members were able to attend a PCC Tonight training 

evening at St Thomas’, Fair Oak, run by CPAS, a very well presented evening 

which gave us the chance to consider how we approach things as a PCC.  We 

were also able to purchase some resources to use in our meetings in the future. 
 

Health and Safety and Safeguarding are standing agenda items at every PCC 

meeting.   

 

SAFEGUARDING 

Lucy Bucknell has continued as our Safeguarding Officer this year.  We display 

the mandatory Safeguarding information on posters at the entrance to each of our 

churches.  This now includes the national Church policy statement which the 

PCC agreed to adopt in May and which can also be found on our website.  We 

follow the Safer Recruitment procedure for all relevant positions in church, part 

of which is now national training in Safeguarding.  Everyone who needs to do 

Foundation training has now done it.  Some in leadership positions have also 
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undertaken Leadership training, whilst others are awaiting the opportunity to do 

this.  Quite a number of new applications were processed for Grub Club in 2019.  

We are also working at Role Profiles for all the relevant positions in church and 

for new activities they are now done as a matter of course.  The PCC has 

complied with the duty to have due regard to the House of Bishops’ guidance in 

relation to Safeguarding. 
 

 

WORSHIP 

Services 

Our pattern of services has continued unchanged this year.   
 

We once again held a joint service for Pentecost with the other Bishopstoke 

churches, this year an all age service at the Methodist Church with Lucy Moore 

as our speaker.  In December Phil Watts, Chair of Trustees of Fledge Youth 

Support, spoke about their work, and we supported this local charity with 

offertories over the Christmas period. 
 

In May we started to work through the ten ‘Holy Habits’ found in Acts 2.42-47, 

focusing on one each month apart from during August and December.  (These 

were also covered in Messy Church and some home groups.)   
 

I am very grateful to everyone who has contributed to our worship in any way, 

including Ven Paul Moore for covering services in my absence and to Kat 

Mepham, our curate. 
 

I am grateful to all who lead and play for the musical aspect of our worship: 

Andy Harrison, Jon Senior and our worship band; Phil Dunford and Ann Arnold, 

organists for Parish Communion, weddings and funerals; Sheila Sebborn at St 

Paul’s.  Like last year we had a really good number – about 30 – for our 

Christmas choir for Carols by Candlelight, and they did extremely well on four 

rehearsals, thanks to Ann and Phil! 
 

Members of the church continued to provide and attend worship at Stoke Knoll 

rest home once a month and a monthly communion was established at 

Bishopstoke Park. 
 

For the fourth year running we took part in the global prayer initiative ‘Thy 

Kingdom Come’ with additional prayer times in church and also by using a 

prayer journal over the nine days between Ascension and Pentecost.   

Richard Wise 
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Children and Young People 

Children and young people continue to play a major part in both Messy Church 

and Church Together. 
 

Friday Fun is our occasional (roughly every half term) group for primary-aged 

children, held at St Mary’s, where children and parents share tea together and 

have time to play together. 

 

Unshakeable is a group for 10-16 year olds, which meets at St Mary’s on 

alternate Saturday evenings for ‘Fun, Food and Faith’.  We have about 16-18 

young people who come along regularly to the group, the majority of whom do 

not otherwise come to any other church events. 
 

Each meeting starts with social time when the young people can play games such 

as snooker, table tennis, board games and xbox, or take part in a variety of craft 

or cooking activities.  We then have a ‘faith’ time, mainly working through life 

issues that are hopefully relevant to the young people in the group.   
 

Food is always an important part of Unshakeable!  The tuck shop continues to be 

very popular and cooking activities this year have included making pizzas, 

Chinese Cookery, Mug Cakes, Bonfire Cakes and Christmas Biscuits.  Amazing 

what can be produced in a church building without a kitchen! 
 

To burn off the calories we have had a Selfie Scavenger Hunt, a Bike Night, a 

Night Hike, a trip to Rock Up to enjoy the climbing walls (this was a joint trip 

with St James’, West End); and our final night before the lockdown was an 

energetic evening of activity to raise money for Sports Relief, which raised £125 

in sponsorship money – well done to all involved! 
 

Although our Beach Trip had to be cancelled this year due to bad weather, we 

still had some fun in the water when we made junk model boats and took them 

down to the river to try them out.  Probably the messiest evening was spent tie-

dying various items of clothing! 

 

Many thanks to Tessa Senior, Brandon Grant and Michael Wise for all that they 

do in running the group, and also to those more occasional helpers who come 

along to help with activities. 
 

Anne Wise 
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DISCIPLESHIP 
 

Prayer Healing Fellowship 
 

Not a lot of change this year.  Pam and Chris can no longer join us, but obviously 

we still remember them.  Joyce Burford, a long time member of PHF until she 

became too frail, sadly died in April 2019.  She was a wonderful Christian and 

helped so many people.  We had a visit from Pam and Joy's friends from 

Argentina: Hans and Priscilla Breekveldt came and inspired us all again with 

their talk of their work in that country.  Two other friends of theirs visit us 

regularly.  It is so good to have Sue and Ron with us every few weeks.  
  

At our Anniversary Service in October, we welcomed Ann Arnold as our speaker 

to tell us about her work as a Funeral Director.  It was interesting, thought 

provoking and at times very funny!  It was a wonderful afternoon. 
 

As usual we have sent many cards to people for various reasons, all of which 

have been appreciated.  We enjoyed two Coffee Mornings and raised well over 

£350 through those.  Our latest 'gift' is to buy the new hedging for St Paul's.  We 

have also supported several charities during the year.   
 

We still meet every Monday at 3 pm, except bank holidays, and anyone is 

welcome.  We find our time together so refreshing and strengthening, and we 

have all grown closer to God through PHF. 
     

Sheila Sebborn 

 

Home Groups 
 

Tuesday Together 

We started in the spring to look at the Pilgrim material about The Bible but were 

unable to continue.  We are sorry to have lost two long standing members of our 

group during 2019.  Joyce Burford had been housebound for a while and we shall 

miss her love of hymn singing during our worship time.  Dorothy Lawson always 

kept cheerful in spite of her health problems.  Often her ideas and experiences led 

us down unexpected paths in our discussion and thinking.  
 

It is hoped that Tuesday Together can restart during the lighter Tuesday evenings 

after Easter depending on circumstances.  It will be, I think, our 20th year of 

supporting each other and learning more about God together. 
 

We shall be happy to welcome new people.  Look out for details on the Welcome 

sheet at St Mary’s and St Paul’s.  

Ann Brown 
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Maldon Close / Fair Oak Road group 

Our homegroup began at Lucy Moore’s house in summer 2019, studying ‘Holy 

Habits’.  We later moved to Andy and Marianne Harrison’s home which allowed 

both of them (school work permitting) to attend and the group has grown to 

about ten people who meet every fortnight.  We try and meet on alternate weeks 

with the Rectory homegroup.  There’s a time for study and a time for sharing 

news and prayers.  Leadership of the group is shared amongst our members, 

although Lucy has provided lots of ideas and enthusiasm to organise and keep us 

together.  We managed a ‘late’ Christmas social, following the model of ‘Holy 

Habits’ just before Lockdown which was a really lovely evening.   

Margaret Ward 
 

Rectory group 

We have continued to meet on alternate Tuesday evenings, and spent most of the 

year working through the ‘Holy Habits’ in tandem with the church services on 

those.  As usual, we had a lovely Christmas social!  

Richard Wise 
 

Bishopstoke Park Bible study group 

Our lovely Bible study continues to meet at Bishopstoke Park Residential 

Village.  We meet once month and have interesting, lively discussions around the 

book of Acts.  We don’t always agree but we love chatting and working out how 

the book of Acts is relevant to us today.  We also share a bit about our lives and 

pray for each other. 
 

Bishopstoke Park Communion 

This year we have started up a monthly communion at Bishopstoke Park open to 

all but especially for those who cannot physically get to the church building.  It 

has become a very special time sharing communion together in the hub of the 

residential village and if we carry on growing we might have to move to a new 

room!  

Kat Mepham 

 
PASTORAL CARE 

 

As in previous years pastoral care has been continued through many areas of our 

church life and in the community.  Home communion has been taken regularly to 

several housebound people and visits have been made when required or 

requested.  Greetings or prayer cards have been sent when appropriate.  The St 

Mary’s Flower Guild again provided plants at Christmas for several  unwell 

members of our congregation which along with a visit were well received. 
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A monthly well attended communion service has now been established at 

Bishopstoke Park as well as Bible study sessions continuing.  Worship has also 

continued at Stoke Knoll at regular intervals. 
  

Prayer ministry is now available at both churches after the Sunday morning 

service.  Two training sessions for people involved in offering this were held 

towards the end of 2019.  
 

You are reminded that the pastoral coordinators can pass on requests for visits, 

home communion or prayer to Richard or PHF.  If someone’s name is to be put 

on the Welcome sheet, please check that the person involved is in agreement.  

 

Ann Brown & Joan Cook 

 
 

MISSION AND OUTREACH 
 

Events 

Events this year included: 

• PHF Coffee Mornings 

• Monthly ‘Cafés’ at St Mary’s on Saturday mornings as well as a 

Christmas Café 

• Murder mystery evening (Feb) 

• Grub Club and BBQ Fridays (Aug) 

• Carnival stall together with other Bishopstoke Churches with Messy 

Church activities, games and leaflets  

• the ‘Jackson’ MacMillan coffee event (Sept) 

• Christmas craft evening (Dec) 
 

I am extremely grateful to everyone who has contributed so much to the church’s 

social life, outreach to our community and fundraising.   

Richard Wise 
 

 

Messy Church 

We continue to meet monthly except in August and have been using the Get 

Messy! magazine to explore the ten ‘Holy Habits’ over the course of the year, 

having fun with lots of hands-on activities, both quiet and messy.  We’ve had a 

range of families joining in, some who only come once and others who are 

regular members. 
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The Planning Team meets monthly to pray and reflect on the Messy Church just 

gone and to plan the next one.  Cherry and Wendy, with help from others, have 

consistently provided wonderful sit-down meals for everyone who comes and 

we’ve enjoyed hearing a range of team members leading the Celebration.   
 

We enjoyed celebrating our fifth birthday in February 2020 and in March held a 

thank-you-to-the-team chilli evening to celebrate all God’s done for and with us 

over the last year.  As we go into the next year, we’re hoping to grow a new 

Young Leaders’ Team, but our plans will be delayed by the pandemic.   
 

A huge thank you to everyone involved for another year of hard work. 

 

Lucy Moore 

 

Open the Book 

Our Open the Book assemblies, which include members of all the Bishopstoke 

Churches, has continued to go into both Stoke Park Infant and Junior Schools 

most weeks of term.  Some team members also helped with Prayer Spaces in 

Stoke Park Junior School in November, together with others, for the seventh year 

running.   
 

I would like to thank all the team for their hard work and huge commitment to 

this week by week; I am sure that through all of this we are sowing very 

significant seeds in the children’s lives and making a difference in our 

community. 

Richard Wise 

 

Tots and Tinies 

Tots and Tinies is our term-time toddler group at St Mary’s on Thursday 

mornings for young children and their parents / grandparents / carers.  There are 

toys and craft activities, refreshments and a story and song session at the end.  

We have recently been working through the Play Along Bible with a Bible story 

each week.  We aim to offer support and friendship to all who come.  Over the 

months a core of attendees has been built up and on average we have about 8 

families represented.   
 

A big thank you to Marianne Harrison and Wendy Dale for all they do to make 

this group happen each week. 

Anne Wise 
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Grub Club & BBQ Fridays 

We ran our second Grub Club for two weeks towards the end of August and, in 

addition, held a BBQ Friday every week of the school summer holidays.  There 

were between 3-10 people coming for the Grub Club each evening.  We were 

well supported by some church members coming to eat with members of the 

community.  We had between 3-5 volunteers from our church each evening and 

we provided some toys/games for the children and a meal and pudding.  
 

It felt as if we were doing a good thing for some local families; there were some 

good conversations and some people came on several occasions.  At times, 

though, it felt awkward and difficult to talk to the people who came.  It seemed 

some of them felt embarrassed or shy, and to have so many volunteers and 

church members could have appeared overwhelming to them.  Despite good 

publicity the numbers were lower than we would have liked.  We spoke about 

how we can get around these issues for future events, but this will need to be 

discussed in more detail before planning a future similar event. 
 

The BBQs were better supported and the high attendance at one necessitated an 

additional shopping trip during the evening! 
 

We are very grateful to Hampshire County Council for a grant which covered the 

costs of Grub Club and thank everyone who worked so hard to make these meals 

so hospitable. 
 

Karen Caws & Richard Wise 

 

Giving outside the Parish 

This year we supported the following organisations financially or ‘in kind’: 

• ARK (Gift & Christmas Hampers Charity) 

• Bible Reading Fellowship (Gift) 

• Bible Society (PHF & offertory donations) 

• The British Legion Poppy Appeal (Gift) 

• CAP (Gift) 

• The Children’s Society (Christingle Charity) 

• Christian Aid (Café, PHF, and house to house collection) 

• Fairtrade (Café stall) 

• Fledge (Christmas Charity) 

• Kisumu (offertory donations) 

• Latin Link Argentina (PHF) 

• Open Doors (offertory donations) 
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• Open Sight (PHF) 

• Self Help Africa (Harvest Charity) 
 

 

BUILDINGS AND STEWARDSHIP 
Fabric and Goods 

St Mary’s 

The Parish Council has continued to do a lot of work on the grounds of St 

Mary’s.  The memorial stones from near the front wall have now been moved to 

the southern boundary of the churchyard.  Most of the broken fencing has now 

been removed from the northern boundary and yew hedge has been planted along 

part of the border.  Part of the wall along Church Road was been rebuilt and 

repointed.   
 

We now have permission for the ventilation work to the chancel roof area and are 

waiting for this to be undertaken.  The PCC also completed obtaining quotes for 

the lighting both in the church and in the bell ringing chamber, and accepted the 

quote of a contractor for the main church.  The lighting in the ringing chamber 

will be undertaken by another contractor under Schedule B permission and 

funded by the Bell Ringers’ Guild.  The Faculty for the main lighting is now 

being worked on. 
 

The PCC spent time thinking about possible plans for the vestry, organ space and 

chancel.  They also shared these with members of the congregation and decided 

on one of the architect’s plans to which the idea of having a built-in ramp up to 

the choir area has now been added.  The DAC made an informal visit to the 

church in March and was supportive of the ideas.  However, a visit from the 

Diocesan Organ Adviser established that our Sims organ is of local significance: 

‘its tonal specification has plenty of interest and colour, compared with many 

other small parish church organs, and produces some lovely sounds.’  As a result 

it has been granted a Grade 2 listed certificate by the British Institute of Organ 

Studies.  The PCC voted to retain the organ and noted that it will need an 

overhaul at some stage in the future. 
 

10 round tables and a trolley were purchased for the church from funds raised at 

Saturday morning cafés.  These are especially good for the cafés and 

refreshments at services, but are useful for other occasions, too.   
 

Richard Wise 
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St Paul’s 

We were hoping that the building work might have been done in 2019 but, again, 

it is taking longer than envisaged.  There was a drop-in in July for local residents 

to see plans, ask questions and express their views, and responses were mainly 

positive.  The Quinquennial report was undertaken during the year, but much of 

what currently needs to be done at St Paul’s is bound up with the extension.  A 

new roof is needed on the church part of the building, but this will be best done 

as part of the building project, although we will have to fund our part of this.  It 

is actually quite timely as it will enable the church and new adjoining hall to 

share the same pitched roof rather than having a flat roof on the hall.  During the 

year some Parish Councillors gifted a defibrillator to the community which has 

been installed on the exterior of St Paul’s, and they will cover the cost of 

upkeep.  In early 2020 some volunteers planted a new hedge, funded by PHF, at 

the front of St Paul’s ready for when the car park is extended across the front of 

the church and the old hedge removed to make more space.  Pre-school has 

continued to meet during the Lockdown, and we look forward to holding more 

services at St Paul’s as and when we are able. 

Cherry Challis 

 

Church Room 

The Church Room continues to be used for both church and charitable storage 

and we still have the aim of redeveloping the site for a combination of church 

usage (possibly office, storage, flat for a church worker) together with some 

accommodation which could be rented out.  Some people expressed an interest in 

helping with this at the Buildings’ Information and Action evening, but we have 

yet to start work on it. 
 

Richard Wise 

 

 

Financial Review 

Our Statement of Financial Activities for the Year to 31 December 2019 are 

shown here together with a breakdown of the Income and Expenditure Account 

as represented by General Funds and Reserves, and Funds Designated or 

Restricted for specific purposes.  Monies are held in HSBC, Cambridge & 

Counties, and other banks for small Funds, and petty cash.  The Reserves Policy 

is to cover two months’ running costs and hire income which is reviewed 

annually. 
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Summary  The cash position again showed a healthy increase in 2019.  Whilst 

some progress was made in specifying the lighting system, major spends on 

capital/equipment projects and applications for grant-funding were deferred a 

further year.  Plans to re-order the Vestry space at St Mary’s are being re-

appraised in the light of the Listing of St Mary’s Organ in 2019.  Plans to 

develop St Paul’s were finalised early in 2019 and we await the Borough Council 

to commission construction work.  Fully resourcing these and projects such as 

the Church Room site still requires capable volunteers – could that be you?! 
 

The General Reserve was increased slightly in line with our Reserves Policy.  

Each year we also increase the capital in the Fabric Fund (to cover reasonable 

building repairs contingencies) when spending on Fabric is low and we have 

excess General Funds for this.  Given the low spends at St Mary’s in 2019, the 

capital in this Fund was increased by £10k.   

 

Income  The plot below categorises how our Parish was funded in 2019 with the 

main proportion being from voluntary income – the right-hand plot just shows 

this category, the majority of which was from the Regular Giving of church 

members. 

Hire fees 13%

Weddings & 

Funerals 6%

Fundraising 4%

Grants 1%

Magazine etc 1%

Misc 1%

Regular Giving

52%

Other cash & 

donations 9%
Gift Aid Tax 

reclaimed 12%

Voluntary Giving

74%

  
Income increased in the year by around £1,000.  Cash collections and Statutory 

fees (weddings and funerals) were higher than in the previous year, whereas 

planned giving and trading income (hiring of our facilities mainly) was lower – 

but not by much.  A VAT reclaim made in 2018 was not successful – so written-

down in 2019, with income from grants in 2019 showing an overall decrease.  

More bank interest was received from the larger amounts of cash held on deposit. 
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Expenditure  The plot below categorises how we spent monies in 2019, with the 

main proportion being the Common Mission Fund to the Diocese, which 

increased this year as expected by £1.2k.  The Diocese pays Richard’s wages, 

housing costs and training, and finances mission support locally, regionally and 

nationally – to find out more about this please visit 

https://www.winchester.anglican.org/common-mission-fund/. 

Common Mission 

Fund (clergy wages, 

housing, training & 

mission support) 58%
Capital projects

1%

Parish running 

costs 21%

Utilities 5%

Charitable Giving 5%

Other wages / 

expenses 3%

 

Expenditure was little changed from the previous year overall, with no spending 

on major projects.  Spending on church activities and expenses increased slightly.  

Mission and evangelism costs rose slightly overall but its Messy Church cost 

element fell again by around £140.  Inclusive of utilities costs, St Mary’s running 

expenses were unchanged whilst those at St Paul’s decreased by £865 (mainly 

through credits on utility bills).  Quinquennial costs were £768 and later 

reclaimed from the Diocese.  Other costs to note are: new Tables at St Mary’s 

(£690), an Electric Piano (£725, discounted as ex-showroom), and payroll 

licensing costs (£60) for a new cleaner employed at St Paul’s.  Missional giving 

increased by around £790, including donations from General Funds to CAP 

Eastleigh, ARK and BRF – and, in addition to the figures recorded in the 

accounts, other monies were raised direct to Christian Aid. 

 

Covid-19  2020 will cast long and unwanted memories, and we must cover a 

forecast of the financial impacts of Covid-19 here – the lockdown and social-

distancing restrictions, and the uncertainties prevailing at the time of writing 

(September 2020).  Income from cash collections, lettings, statutory fees, regular 

and other giving are falling significantly.  Whilst savings are being made, e.g. on 

reduced utilities and fewer consumables, we assess a £12,000 loss to the PCC is 

likely in 2020 due to Covid-19, and further losses are expected in 2021.  The 

https://www.winchester.anglican.org/common-mission-fund/
https://www.winchester.anglican.org/common-mission-fund/


16 

 

good news is that we had built up an excess of General Funds and Reserve to 

help cover these financial impacts in 2020.  Our cleaner is being Furloughed 

(CRJS grant), projects will necessarily be delayed further either voluntarily or 

for reasons beyond our control (Government restrictions, Council and contractor 

availability), and the Diocese will cut the Common Mission Fund by 10% in 

2021.  We will also monitor and take action going forward to help ensure we 

remain financially stable at the end of this pandemic, so we as a Church can face 

the uncertain times ahead with confidence.  We will also be enabling online 

donations soon through our website https://www.cofebishopstoke.com/. 

 

Stewardship  Giving financially on a regular basis is an important and rewarding 

expression of worship.  Please consider in the light of recent events if you can 

give in this way or increase the amount you already give through the Parish 

Giving Scheme, direct Standing Order or online – if you usually donate via cash, 

please consider changing to one of these methods.  We also recover tax paid 

through Gift Aid.  For forms and details of these schemes, or about leaving a 

financial legacy, please contact me, Pat Abbott or Richard. 

 

Thank you once again to everybody who gave up their time to help with the 

offertory, fundraising, hall hires, magazine sales and advertising, banking, and 

keeping sub-accounts (for PHF and Fees), or in the many other ways which 

supported the running of our church’s finances in 2019.     

Mike Harris 

 

THE WIDER CHURCH 
 

Deanery Synod 

During 2019 there were two meetings of the full Eastleigh Deanery Synod.  In 

February we met at All Saints, Eastleigh and in October at St Luke’s, Hedge End.  

Both of these meetings were chaired by Richard who was then Assistant Area 

Dean as the Area Dean was not well.  
  

We heard that  all the Parishes were on track to pay their complete financial 

contribution to the Diocese by the end of the year and in fact Eastleigh Deanery 

was one of only two Deaneries in the Winchester Diocese to do so. 
  

A reminder was given at both meetings about Parish Mission Action Plans 

(pMAPs) being ready for submission by November and that they should be 

owned by all and not just the people who had put them together. 
 

https://www.cofebishopstoke.com/
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The report on the  Deanery Action plan (dMAP) included  news of what had been 

happening in the clusters and within the constraints of time and resources it was 

felt that relationships and cooperation were increasing.  
 

Links were envisaged with St Nicolas Church and the new development at 

Stoneham Park although officially it is in the Southampton Deanery.  Cluster 

boundary changes could be considered before the next dMAP is put together as 

thought was also being given to the future housing proposals in the Fair Oak / 

Horton Heath / Bishopstoke area.  There was discussion about identifying clearer 

lines between Eastleigh Deanery and Churches Together in Eastleigh although it 

was said that some activities do overlap. 
  

Revd David Snuggs reported on the Eastleigh Churches twinning visit in 

November to Villeneuve-St-Georges near Paris and asked for hosts for the return 

visit to Eastleigh in October 2020. 
 

In February we had heard details about the Barton Peveril and Eastleigh College 

Student Ambassador post but in October we were told that this is unlikely to 

come to fruition at the moment and that further discussion was needed.  
 

In October Richard reported on the interesting Diocesan Conference that had just 

been held in Derbyshire.  
 

Other news reported during the year included the departure of Bishop Jonathan 

(Bishop of Southampton) to become Dean of York Minster and that Bishop Tim 

would be taking a sabbatical for part of the year. 
 

A new network of youth leaders across the area has been set up and there is a 

possibility of a Christian Youth Festival in the future. 
  

The next meeting was to be at St Boniface, Chandlers Ford in February 2020 

when Richard would take up his new appointment as Area Dean.  

Ann Brown 

 

Churches Together in Eastleigh 

The main foci of Churches Together in Eastleigh (CTiE) were Thy Kingdom 

Come and HOPE Week in July.  There was a united service at Holy Cross RC 

Church during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in January and another at 

All Saints CofE Church on the Day of Pentecost at which the speaker was Fran 

Beckett OBE.  There were some thoughts that the churches in Bishopstoke / Fair 

Oak / Horton Heath might form a separate Churches Together group. 
   

Richard Wise 
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Approved by the PCC, and signed on their behalf by 

Revd Richard Wise (PCC Chair) 

 
    September 2020 

 
 
 

PARISH OF BISHOPSTOKE 
ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 

St Mary’s Church, Bishopstoke 
Sunday 28 April 2019 

 
The APCM was held at St Mary’s Church.  Revd Richard Wise presided over the 

meeting attended by 33 people. 

 

1. Apologies 

Apologies were received from Valerie Smith, Alison Rooke, Pat Abbott, Dorothy 

Lawson, Jenny Meldrum, Wendy Harris. 

 

2. Election of Churchwardens 

One nomination was received.  Cherryll Challis was proposed by Joan Cook and 

seconded by Pat Abbott.  Following a show of hands Cherryll was duly elected 

nem.con. 

                               

3. Minutes 

Copies of the minutes of the last meeting were available and circulated prior to 

the meeting.  The minutes were approved unanimously by a show of hands and 

were duly signed as an accurate record. 

 

4.   Receiving of the Annual Report 

Copies of the Annual Report had been circulated prior to the meeting.  It was 

proposed by Cherry Challis and seconded by Sheila Sebborn as a true record of 

the 2018 report.  This was approved by a show of hands. 

 

5.   Receiving of Accounts and Independent Examiner’s Report 

Copies of the financial statements had been circulated beforehand.  They were 

proposed by Louise Unsworth and seconded by Chris Taylor, and approved 

unanimously by a show of hands.  Mike Harris was thanked for all his hard work.  
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It had been a very busy year in the life of our church, and this was reflected in the 

finances. 

 

6. Report on Electoral Roll   

This year we have 81 people on the electoral roll, with 12 living outside the 

parish.   

 

7. Election of Church Councillors 

There were two nominations for the Church Council.  Shirley Smeal, proposed 

by Wendy Dale and seconded by Monica Sossi; and Edna Brown, proposed by 

Wendy Dale and seconded by Jenny Rogers.  Both were elected on a show of 

hands.  Richard thanked Stewart Manegold for his time on the PCC. 

 

8. Election of sides people 

St Mary’s:  Julia Bancroft, Margaret Bishop, Edna Brown, Karen Caws, Wendy 

Dale, Elizabeth Farrington, Jackie Finch,  Jeanette Neale, Jenny Rogers, Alison 

Rooke,  Shirley Smeal and Louise Unsworth.   

St Pauls:  Pamela Andrews, Joy Barnard, Joan Cook, Janet Henderson, Caroline 

Waters and Marjorie Young. 

All were elected on a show of hands. 

 

9. Appointment of an Independent Examiner 

Richard informed the meeting that David Dimmick had once again done a great 

job and requested that he be invited to continue with this for next year.  Mike was 

asked to pass on our thanks to him.  This was approved with a show of hands. 

 

10. Any other business and questions 

Richard thanked Janet Henderson for her work in dealing with the bookings for 

St Paul's and presented her with flowers.  Richard also thanked Wendy Harris in 

her absence for all her work as Church Warden for the past three years and sent a 

gift of flowers to her. 
 

Sheila Sebborn asked about the plans for St Paul's.  Richard said that we still 

have to get planning permission, but it was hoped that the building work could be 

started later in the year. 
 

Jill Crockett asked about the plans for St Mary's.  Richard said that a Faculty had 

not yet been applied for but there had been a meeting with the DAC.   

 

Jenny Rogers asked about the Church Room.  Two people have volunteered to 

make further investigations. 
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Shirley Smeal asked what would happen if St Paul's wasn't available for Grub 

Club.  Richard confirmed that it could be held in St. Mary's.  The meeting was 

reminded that help in running Grub Club was still needed. 
 

Ann Brown asked about the new lighting.  We now have three quotes to 

consider, and then we will need a Faculty. 

 

Richard thanked everyone for coming and for all that they do in the life of the 

Church. 
 

Julia Bancroft thanked everyone who supports the Saturday Café and also 

thanked Richard and Kat for all they do for us. 
 

Richard closed the meeting with prayer. 
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ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 2020 

AGENDA 
 

1. Apologies 

2. Election of Churchwardens 

3.   Minutes of the Annual Parochial Church Meeting 2018 

 

2019 

4. Receiving of the Annual Report 

5. Receiving of Accounts and Independent Examiner’s Report  

 

2020 

6.  Report on the Electoral Roll 

7. Election of Deanery Synod members 

8. Election of Parochial Church Councillors 

9. Election of Sides people 

10. Appointment of an Independent Examiner 

11. Any other business and questions 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


