Church Together
Easter 7
You might find it helpful to print this out for members of your family or get it on a larger screen if possible.  

Have something to eat or drink together.  If there are a few of you, decide who will lead various things.  Someone will need to say some of the words in light print.
All of today’s songs can be found in order here – just pause it whenever you need to.  (The three tracks lead into each other or can be played separately.)  Many thanks to Jon for recording them.
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Opening words
You may like to light a candle before these are said.  It could be your Easter candle for the coming weeks.

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!


He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!

Songs
Sing or listen to one or more of these.
Let our praise be your welcome,
let our songs be a sign.
We are here for you, we are here for you.

Let your breath come from heaven,
fill our hearts with your life.
We are here for you, we are here for you.
To you our hearts are open,
nothing here is hidden,
you are our one desire.
You alone are holy,
only you are worthy.
God, let your fire fall down.

Let our shout be your anthem,
your renown fill the skies.
We are here for you, we are here for you.
Let your Word move in power,
let what's dead come to life.
We are here for you, we are here for you.

We welcome you with praise.
We welcome you with praise.
Almighty God of love,
be welcomed in this place.  (x2)

Let every heart adore.
Let every soul awake.
Almighty God of love,
be welcomed in this place

We welcome you with praise.
We welcome you with praise.
Almighty God of love,
be welcomed in this place.

Matt Redman
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He is the Lord, and he reigns on high:

he is the Lord.

Spoke into the darkness, created the light:

he is the Lord.

Who is like unto him, never ending in days?

He is the Lord.

And he comes in power when we call on his name:

he is the Lord.
Show your power, O Lord our God.
Show your power, O Lord our God,
our God.
Your gospel, O Lord, is the hope for our nation:

you are the Lord.

It’s the power of God for our salvation:

you are the Lord.

We ask not for riches, but look to the cross:

you are the Lord.

And for our inheritance give us the lost:

you are the Lord.
Send your power, O Lord our God.
Send your power, O Lord our God, our God.
Kevin Prosch.
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There must be more than this;

O breath of God, come breathe within.
There must be more than this;
Spirit of God we wait for you.
Fill us anew we pray.
Fill us anew we pray.
Consuming fire, fan into flame

a passion for your name.
Spirit of God, fall in this place;
Lord have your way, 
Lord have your way with us.
Come like a rushing wind,
clothe us with power from on high.
Now set the captives free,
leave us abandoned to your praise.
Lord, let your glory fall.
Lord, let your glory fall.
Fill us anew we pray.
Fill us anew we pray.
Lord, let your glory fall.
Lord, let your glory fall.
© Tim Hughes

Top of Form

What we believe

Christ died for our sins
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He was buried. 
He was raised to life on the third day 

in accordance with the Scriptures. 
Afterwards he appeared to his followers
and to all the apostles. 

This we have received
and this we believe.  Amen. 
  





from 1 Corinthians 15.3-7 
Bible Reading

Read Acts 1.6-14 from one of these versions
Contemporary English Version
New International Version



The apostles (disciples) see Jesus for the last time and he goes back to heaven.  They return to the city of Jerusalem and go to the upstairs room…  What will happen next?  What are they waiting for?  
Today’s questions
· How do you think the disciples might have felt as they walked back from the Mount of Olives to Jerusalem?

· What reasons can you think of for the waiting time between Jesus’ Ascension and the gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost (10 days)?

· What can we learn from the focus of prayer together in the upper room?  What could it encourage us to do?

· Which 5 people are you praying for / going to pray for this week?  (For personal reflection.)
Zones



  Listen Zone
Read the talk on today’s Bible reading from the separate document on our website or hear it as part of the Zoom service.



  Busy Zone

Make a string of 5 people who you can pray for this week as part of Thy Kingdom Come.  You will need: paper, pens, scissors.
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  Colour Zone
Think about some of today’s questions.  Then draw what waiting on God feels like to you…  Then add some people you want to pray for this week.



  Chat Zone
Chat about the reading and questions with other people in your family or other church members by Zoom.



  Quiet Zone
Think about the reading and questions by yourself.

Song 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here;
come bow before him now with reverence and fear.

In him no sin is found, we stand on holy ground;

be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here.

Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around;

he burns with holy fire, with splendour he is crowned.

How awesome is the sight, our radiant King of light!

Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around.

Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place;

he comes to cleanse and heal, to minister his grace.

No work too hard for him, in faith receive from him;

be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place.

David J Evans
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Gathering together & responding
If you have been doing different options, chat with others about what you discovered.  You might like to share your thoughts on Facebook or Twitter later on.

On Twitter, please copy in @cofebishopstoke and use the hashtags #ChurchAtHome and #Bishopstoke.  

Saying sorry & receiving God’s forgiveness
Sometimes we fail to see that you are with us.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Sometimes we fail to believe and trust in you.

Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Help us to hear your voice and to respond to your call.
Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.
Take a few moments to open your heart to receive forgiveness.
Prayers
Think of 5 people you know and pray for them to come to faith in Jesus.  You might write their names on a card and use it to pray for them every day this week.
A special prayer for today 

You could write this out with a different colour for each line.  Ask each member of the family to say one or two lines.
Risen, ascended Lord,

as we rejoice at your triumph,

fill your Church on earth with power and compassion,

that all who are estranged by sin

may find forgiveness and know your peace,

to the glory of God the Father.  Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Do the actions if you’d like to.  
You can see other people doing them here.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.
Song
 

Thy Kingdom Come – Lord, teach us how to pray 

for all to know your joy, your peace and love; 

and know your friendship each and every day – 

the breath of Christ, the Father’s gentle dove.
Thy Kingdom Come – Christ’s prayer to make us one,
that all may know the Father sent the Son; 

to celebrate the victory he has won, 

in love and grace we pray: ‘thy will be done’. 

Thy Kingdom Come – we pray for those we know 

to turn and follow you for all their days, 

and in your love find peace and service grow, 

our one desire and hope your highest praise. 

Thy Kingdom Come – transform our human ways, 

our lives laid down in mercy, truth and care; 

nations renewed, in giving thanks and praise; 

to see God’s Kingdom come, this is our prayer. 

Thy Kingdom Come – we praise your holy Name. 

Your sacrifice and rising sets us free, 

that by our words and lives we may proclaim, 

by Jesus’ risen life, God’s victory! 
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Tune: Woodlands (‘Tell out my soul’)
Closing words
Risen Lord Jesus, 

roll away the stone of our doubts;

let us trust you.
Roll away the stone of our reserve;

let us proclaim you.
Roll away the stone of our heaviness of heart;

let us rejoice in you.
Roll away the stone of our fear;

let us find hope in you,
now and through all eternity.  Amen.
Say the Grace together or by yourself, thinking of others in our church family.  You may like to do the actions here.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

and the love of God,

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,

be with us all evermore.
+ + +
Later in the day or week… 
You might like to read and think about the other readings for today:
Psalm 68.1-10
John 17.1-11
How do they apply to your life or the life of the world at the moment?

Get into or keep on with Thy Kingdom Come.  Please see the Welcome news sheet for details.
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