Morning Worship
2 August
Preparation
O Lord, open our lips

All   
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Give us the joy of your saving help

All   
and sustain us with your life-giving Spirit.
Hymn
Praise to the Lord

Listen here 
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, 
the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise him, 
for he is thy health and salvation! 

Come ye who hear, 

brothers and sisters, draw near, 

praise him in glad adoration. 

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee; 
surely his goodness and mercy here daily attend thee: 
ponder anew 
what the Almighty can do, 
who with his love doth befriend thee.   

Praise to the Lord! 
O let all that is in me adore him! 
All that hath life and breath, 
come now with praises before him! 
Let the Amen 
sound from his people again: 
gladly for aye we adore him. 
J Neander, Trans. C Winkworth

Jesus says, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’  So let us turn away from our sin and turn to Christ, confessing our sins in penitence and faith.
All   
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,


we have sinned against you


and against our neighbour


in thought and word and deed,


through negligence, through weakness,


through our own deliberate fault.


We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.


For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,


who died for us,


forgive us all that is past


and grant that we may serve you in newness of life


to the glory of your name.  


Amen.

May the Father of all mercies

cleanse us from our sins,

and restore us in his image

to the praise and glory of his name,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All   
Amen.

This opening prayer may be said
The night has passed, and the day lies open before us;

let us pray with one heart and mind.
Silence is kept.
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day,

so may the light of your presence, O God,

set our hearts on fire with love for you;

now and for ever.

All   
Amen.
The Word of God
Psalmody
Psalm 17.1-7,16
1 Hear my just cause, O Lord; consider my complaint;  ♦
listen to my prayer, which comes not from lying lips.
2 Let my vindication come forth from your presence;  ♦
let your eyes behold what is right.
3 Weigh my heart, examine me by night,  ♦
refine me, and you will find no impurity in me.
4 My mouth does not trespass for earthly rewards;  ♦
I have heeded the words of your lips.
5 My footsteps hold fast in the ways of your commandments;  ♦
my feet have not stumbled in your paths.
6 I call upon you, O God, for you will answer me;  ♦
incline your ear to me, and listen to my words.
7 Show me your marvellous loving-kindness,  ♦
O Saviour of those who take refuge at your right hand
from those who rise up against them.
16 As for me, I shall see your face in righteousness;  ♦
when I awake and behold your likeness, I shall be satisfied.

Glory to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now

and shall be for ever.  Amen.
Scripture Readings
Genesis 32.22-31
22 That night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two female servants and his eleven sons and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 After he had sent them across the stream, he sent over all his possessions. 24 So Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he could not overpower him, he touched the socket of Jacob’s hip so that his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with the man. 26 Then the man said, ‘Let me go, for it is daybreak.’
But Jacob replied, ‘I will not let you go unless you bless me.’
27 The man asked him, ‘What is your name?’
‘Jacob,’ he answered.
28 Then the man said, ‘Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled with God and with humans and have overcome.’
29 Jacob said, ‘Please tell me your name.’
But he replied, ‘Why do you ask my name?’ Then he blessed him there.
30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, ‘It is because I saw God face to face, and yet my life was spared.’
31 The sun rose above him as he passed Peniel, and he was limping because of his hip. 
This is the word of the Lord.

All   
Thanks be to God.
Hymn
The Lord’s my shepherd
Listen here
The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want.
He makes me lie in pastures green.
He leads me by the still, still waters,
his goodness restores my soul.
And I will trust in you alone,
and I will trust in you alone,
for your endless mercy follows me,
your goodness will lead me home.
He guides my ways in righteousness,
and he anoints my head with oil,
and my cup, it overflows with joy,
I feast on his pure delights.
And though I walk the darkest path,
I will not fear the evil one,
for you are with me, and your rod and staff
are the comfort I need to know. 
Stuart Townend
© 1996 Kingsway’s Thankyou Music

Luke 15.11-32
11 Jesus continued: ‘There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, “Father, give me my share of the estate.” So he divided his property between them.
13 ‘Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.
17 ‘When he came to his senses, he said, “How many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.” 20 So he got up and went to his father.
‘But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms round him and kissed him.
21 ‘The son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.”
22 ‘But the father said to his servants, “Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.” So they began to celebrate.
25 ‘Meanwhile, the elder son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 27 “Your brother has come,” he replied, “and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.”
28 ‘The elder brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his father, “Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!”
31 ‘“My son,” the father said, “you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.”’
This is the word of the Lord.

All   
Thanks be to God.

This responsory may be used
This is love, not that we loved God,
All 
but that he loved us and sent his Son.
He is the sacrifice for our sins,
All  
that we might live through him.
If God loves us so much
 All  
we ought to love one another.
If we love one another 
All 
God lives in us.
Gospel Canticle
The Benedictus (The Song of Zechariah) is said
1    
Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel,  ♦
who has come to his people and set them free.

2    
He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour,  ♦
born of the house of his servant David.
3    
Through his holy prophets God promised of old  ♦
to save us from our enemies,

    from the hands of all that hate us,

4    
To show mercy to our ancestors,  ♦
and to remember his holy covenant.

5    
This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham:  ♦
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,

6    
Free to worship him without fear,  ♦
holy and righteous in his sight

    all the days of our life.

7    
And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,  ♦
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,

8    
To give his people knowledge of salvation  ♦
by the forgiveness of all their sins.

9    
In the tender compassion of our God  ♦
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

10  
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,  ♦
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Luke 1.68–79
Glory to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now

and shall be for ever.  Amen.

The Sermon
(Please see separate page.)
The Creed
All   
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Hymn
Father, hear the prayer we offer

Listen here 

Father, hear the prayer we offer;
not for ease that prayer shall be,
but for strength that we may ever
live our lives courageously.

Not forever in green pastures
do we ask our way to be;
but the steep and rugged pathway
may we tread rejoicingly.
Not forever by still waters
would we idly rest and stay;
but would smite the living fountains
from the rocks along our way.
Be our strength in hours of weakness,
in our wanderings be our guide;
through endeavour, failure, danger,
Father, be thou at our side.
L M Willis and others

Prayers
Intercessions are offered.  

The Collect / Prayer for Today is said
Almighty Lord and everlasting God,
we beseech you to direct, sanctify and govern
both our hearts and bodies
in the ways of your laws
and the works of your commandments;
that through your most mighty protection, both here and ever,
we may be preserved in body and soul;
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
OR

Lord God,
your Son left the riches of heaven
and became poor for our sake:
when we prosper save us from pride,
when we are needy save us from despair,
that we may trust in you alone;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer is said
Gathering our prayers and praises into one,

let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us

All   
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory
for ever and ever.
Amen.

OR

Gathering our prayers and praises into one,

as our Saviour has taught us, so we pray

All   
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.
Hymn
Lord of all hopefulness

Listen here 
Lord of all hopefulness,

Lord of all joy,

whose trust, ever child-like,

no cares could destroy;

be there at our waking,

and give us, we pray,

your bliss in our hearts, Lord,

at the break of the day.

Lord of all eagerness, 

Lord of all faith,

whose strong hands were skilled

at the plane and the lathe;

be there at our labours,

and give us, we pray,

your strength in our hearts, Lord,

at the noon of the day.

Lord of all kindliness, 

Lord of all grace,

your hands swift to welcome,

your arms to embrace;

be there at our homing,

and give us, we pray,

your love in our hearts, Lord,

at the eve of the day.

Lord of all gentleness, 

Lord of all calm,

whose voice is contentment,

whose presence is balm;

be there at our sleeping,

and give us, we pray,

your peace in our hearts, Lord,

at the end of the day.

Jan Struther
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The Conclusion
The Blessing
The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil,

and keep us in eternal life.

All   
Amen.
Let us bless the Lord.

All   
Thanks be to God.
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